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early summer.   As a rule, it begins suddenly and often ends in the death of the badly affected animal.
Cause
The cause of big-head is unknown, although weather conditions are accused of being responsible. It is commonly observed on hot days after a cold or stormy night. On such days the range flock may be driven rapidly to new feeding grounds. Due to the fact that the disease appears to be confined to such states as Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, and Montana, some observers surmise that big-head may be caused by some poisonous weed yet unidentified. European writers have described a disease which they call f agopyrism, caused by exposure to sunlight after animals have been feeding on buckwheat. The symptoms closely resemble those of big-head and have led many to believe that some cause of a similar nature is responsible for big-head in this country.
Symptoms
The face swells very rapidly, the swelling often involving the ears and throat. The animal is very restless and may shake its head and try to rub it against any convenient object. Itching is a very prominent symptom. At times the swelling is so great that the eyes are kept tightly closed and the animal, being blind, may wander away from the flock. When examined, the skin of the head and neck is very red and there is a discharge from the nose. In very severe cases the head swells far beyond its natural size and the tongue is swollen until it completely fills the mouth. This, together with blindness, makes eating impossible and the sheep finally wanders away and dies of starvation or exhaustion.
Treatment
Practically all of the badly affected animals die. A few mild cases may recover if given rest and good nursing. Unfortunately this ,is not always practicable under range